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The Gift Of Faith *

"At harvest time Cain brought the Lord a gift of his farm produce, and Abel brought the fatty cuts of meat

from his best lambs, and presented them to the Lord. And the Lord accepted Abel’s offering, but not

Cain’s. This made Cain both dejected and very angry, and his face grew dark with fury." Genesis 4:3-5

(Living Bible)

If we search the Scriptures, we will become aware of a far deeper meaning in the above quotation than

that which a literal reading would give us. The Lord is no-other than your own consciousness "But Moses

asked, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them that their  father’s God has sent me, they will ask,

‘Which God are you talking about?’ What shall I tell them?” “The Sovereign God,’'was the reply. “Just say,

‘I Am has sent me!’ Exodus 3:13-14 (Living Bible)" "I AM" is the  self-definition of the Lord.

Cain and Abel, as the grandchildren of the Lord, can be only personifications of two distinct functions

of your own consciousness. "Two Contrary States of the Human Soul," and two brothers to show these

states. The two brothers represent two distinct outlooks on the world possessed by everyone. One is the

limited perception of the senses, and the other is an imaginative view of the world. 

♦ Cain - the first view - is a passive surrender to appearances and an acceptance of life on the basis of

the world without: a view  which inevitably leads to unsatisfied longing or a contentment with disillusion. 

♦ Abel - the second view - is a vision of fulfilled desire, lifting man above the evidence of the senses to

that state of relief where he no longer pines with desire. 

Ignorance of the second view is a soul on fire. Knowledge of the second view is the wing whereby it  flies

to the  Heaven of fulfilled desire.

 “Come, you simple ones without good judgment;  come to wisdom’s banquet and drink the wines that I

have mixed.  Leave behind your foolishness and begin to live; learn how to be wise.”  Proverbs 9:4-6

(Living Bible)

In the epistle to the Hebrews, the writer tells us that Abel's offering was faith and, states the author, "You

can never please God without faith, without depending on him. Anyone who wants to come to God must

believe that there is a God and that he rewards those who sincerely look for him." Hebrews 11:6 (Living

Bible)
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"What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something we want is going to happen. It is the certainty

that what we hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead.  Men of God in days of

old were famous for their faith.  By faith—by believing God—we know that the world and the stars—in

fact, all things—were made at God’s command; and that they were all made from things that can’t be

seen." Hebrews 11:1-3 (Living Bible)

Cain offers the evidence of the senses which consciousness, the Lord, rejects, because acceptance of

this gift as a mold of the future would mean the fixation and perpetuation of the present state forever.

The sick would be sick, the poor would be poor, the thief would be a thief, the murderer a murderer, and

so on, without hope of redemption. The Lord, or consciousness, has no respect for such passive use of

imagination, which is the gift of Cain. He delights in the gift of Abel, the active, voluntary, loving exercise

of the imagination on behalf of man for himself and others.

Let man disregard appearances and declare himself to be the man he wants to be. Let him imagine

beauty  where  his  senses  reveal  ashes,  joy  where  they  testify  to  mourning,  riches  where  they  bear

witness to poverty. Only by such active, voluntary use of imagination can man be lifted up and Eden

restored.

The ideal is always waiting to be  embodied, but unless we ourselves offer the ideal to the Lord, our

consciousness, by assuming that we are already that which we seek to embody, it is incapable of birth.

The Lord needs his daily lamb of faith to mold the world in harmony with our dreams.

" It was by faith that Abel obeyed God and brought an offering that pleased God more than Cain’s offering

did. God accepted Abel and proved it by accepting his gift; and though Abel is long dead, we can still

learn lessons from him about trusting God." Hebrews 11:4 (Living Bible)

Faith sacrifices the apparent fact for the unapparent truth. Faith holds fast to the fundamental truth that

through the medium of an assumption, invisible states become visible facts."For what is faith unless it is

to believe what you do not see?" St.Augustine of Hippo.

"This is what God has prepared for us, and as a guarantee he has given us his Holy Spirit. Now we look

forward with confidence to our heavenly bodies, realizing that every moment we spend in these earthly

bodies is time spent away from our eternal home in heaven with Jesus. 
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We know these things are true by believing, not by seeing.  And we are not afraid but are quite content to

die, for then we will be at home with the Lord." 2 Corinthians 5:5-8 (Living Bible)

When reason and the facts of life oppose the idea you desire to realize and you accept the evidence of

your senses and the dictates of reason as the truth, you have brought the Lord - your consciousness - the

gift of Cain. It is obvious that such offerings do not please Him.

Life on earth is a training ground for image making. If you use only the molds which your senses dictate,

there will be no change in your life. You are here to live the more abundant life, so you must use the

invisible molds of imagination and make results and accomplishments the crucial test of your power to

create. Only as you assume the feeling of the wish fulfilled and continue therein are you offering the gift

that pleases.

"When Abel's gift is my attire Then I'll realize my desire."

Facts based upon reason and the evidence of the senses which oppose the idea seeking expression, rob

you of the belief in the reality of the invisible state. 

But "faith is the evidence of things not seen", and through it "That is what the Scriptures mean when they

say that God made Abraham the father of many nations. God will accept all people in every nation who

trust God as Abraham did. And this promise is from God himself, who makes the dead live again and

speaks of future events with as much certainty as though they were already past." Romans 4:17 (Living

Bible)."Call the thing not seen; assumes the feeling of your wish fulfilled.

"If one advances confidently in the direction of his dream, and endeavors to live the life which he has

imagined, he will meet with a success unexpected in common hours."  Henry David Thoreau.

♦ The Scale Of Being

"So Jacob left  Beersheba and journeyed toward  Harran.   That  night,  when he stopped to  camp at

sundown, he found a rock for a headrest and lay down to sleep,  and dreamed that a staircase reached

from earth to heaven, and he saw the angels of God going up and down upon it.  
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At the top of the stairs stood the Lord. “I am Jehovah,” he said, “the God of Abraham, and of your father,

Isaac. The ground you are lying on is yours! I will give it to you and to your descendants."  Genesis

28:10-13 (Living Bible)

In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep fell upon Jacob, his inner eye was opened and he

beheld the world as a series of ascending and descending levels of awareness. It was a revelation of the

deepest insight into the mysteries of the world. Jacob saw a vertical scale of ascending and descending

values, or states of consciousness. This gave meaning to everything in the outer world, for without such

a scale of values there would be no meaning to life.

At every moment of time, man stands upon the eternal scale of meaning. There is no object or event that

has ever taken place or is taking place now that is without significance. The significance of an object or

event for the individual is a direct index to the level of his consciousness.

You are  reading this book, for example. On one level of consciousness, it is an object in space. On a

higher level, it is a series of letters on paper, arranged according to certain rules. On a still higher level, it

is an expression of meaning.

Looking outwardly, you see the book first, but actually, the meaning comes first. It  occupies a higher

grade of significance than the letter arrangement on paper or the book as an object in space. Meaning

determined the arrangement  of  letters;  the arrangement  of  letters  only  expresses the meaning.  The

meaning is  invisible  and above the level  of  the visible  arrangement  of  letters.  If  there had been no

meaning to be expressed, no book would have been written and published.

"And, behold, the Lord stood above it."The Lord and meaning are one the Creator,  the cause of the

phenomena  of life.

" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in

the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was

made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men." John 1:1-4 (King James Version)  

The objects and events in time and space occupy a lower level of significance than the level of meaning

which produced them. All things were made by meaning, and without meaning was not anything made

that was made. 
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The fact that everything seen can be regarded as the effect, on a lower level of significance, of an unseen

higher order of significance is a very important one to grasp.

Our usual mode of procedure is to attempt to explain the higher levels of significance, why things happen

in terms of the lower, what and how things happen. Everything in life has its invisible meaning.

We should strive constantly to lift ourselves to the higher level of meaning, the meaning that is always

invisible and above the physical event. But remember, the meaning or cause of the phenomena of life

can be found only within the consciousness of man.

Man is so engrossed in the visible side of the drama of life, the side of "what" has happened, and "how" it

happened,  that  he rarely  rises  to  the  invisible  side of  "why"  it  happened. He refuses  to  accept  the

Prophet's warning that:

"By faith—by believing God—we know that the world and the stars—in fact, all things—were made at

God’s command; and that they were all made from things that can’t be seen."  Hebrews 11:3 (Living

Bible).

His descriptions of "what" has happened and "how" it happened are true in terms of his corresponding

level of thought, but when he asks "why" it happened, all physical explanations break down and he is

forced to seek the "why", or meaning of it, on the invisible and higher level.

The mechanical analysis of events deals only with external relationships of things. Such a course will

never reach the level which holds the secret of why the events happen. Man must recognize that the

lower and visible sides flow from the invisible and higher level of meaning.

Intuition is needed to lift us up to the level of  meaning, to the level of why things happen. Let us follow

the advice of the Hebrew prophet of old and "lift up our eyes unto the hills" within ourselves and

observe what is taking place there. 

See what ideas we have accepted as true, what states we have consented to, what dreams, what desires

and, above all, what intentions. It is from these hills that all things come to reveal our stature, our height

on the vertical scale of meaning. If we lift our eyes to "the Thee in Me who works behind the Veil",   we

will see the meaning of the phenomena of life.
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Events appear on the screen of space to express the different levels of awareness of man. A change in

the level of his awareness automatically results in a change of the phenomena of his life. To attempt to

change conditions before he changes the level of  awareness from whence they came, is to struggle in

vain. Man redeems the world as he ascends the vertical scale of meaning.

We saw, in the analogy of the book, that as consciousness was lifted up to the level where man could see

meaning expressed in the arrangement of its letters, it also included the knowledge that the letters were

arranged according to certain rules,  and that such arrangements, when printed on paper and bound

together, formed a book. What is true of the book is true of every event in the world.

"Nothing will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, for as the waters fill the sea, so shall the earth be full

of the knowledge of the Lord." Isaiah 11:9 (Living Bible)

Nothing is to be discarded; all is to be redeemed. Our lives, ascending the vertical scale of meaning

towards an ever increasing awareness, an awareness of things of higher significance are the process

whereby  his  redemption  is  brought  to  pass.  As  man  arranges  letters  into  words,  and  words  into

sentences to express meaning, in like manner, life arranges circumstances, conditions and events to

express the unseen meanings or attitudes of men.

Nothing is without significance. But man, not knowing the higher level of inner meaning, looks out upon  a

moving panorama of events and sees no meaning to life. There is always a level of meaning determining

events and their essential relationship to our lives.

" It was by faith that Abel obeyed God and brought an offering that pleased God more than Cain’s offering

did. God accepted Abel and proved it by accepting his gift; and though Abel is long dead, we can still

learn lessons from him about trusting God." Hebrews 11:4 (Living Bible)

"Faith supplies staying power. Anyone can keep going when the going is good, but some extra
ingredient is needed to keep you fighting when it seems that everything is against you" 

~ Norman Vincent Peale

#
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